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2013 
THE RETARDED SPARK is being issued 

purely for our enjoyment and for those who 

wish to see what our MAFCA Chapter is 

doing to further the Model ‘A’ Hobby here 

in Quincy, Ca.  

Questions, comments, suggestions…   email 

 
at:     smokeypickett@hughes.net 

 

From the Desk of the President(s) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Fellow Members! 
Hello from your pres.  The brunch went well.  We had allot of good food and good 

company.  There was a meeting after  we ate.  The officers are remaining for one 

more year except for our Sunshine Girl.  Jean Rude has been replaced by Shirley 

Bresciani.  February, outing will be a Soup Supper at the Seibold household.  Sorry 

Jack and I will be missing that. We have only one month that has not been taken 

and that is March.  Maybe if you are in the area then you could plan a dinner 

somewhere close by.  Not an executive order only a small request.  We are having 

an outing in May that the club will partially pay.  Most want to go overnight so we 

can drink and not worry about our boy&girls in blue.  Everyone is to bring their 

ideas to the next meeting for consideration,  I did receive a letter in regards to the 

NCRG Spring Opener in May.  We may be able to do something with that as our 

retirement event.  It is not necessary to drive a Model A so any one could come in 

their modern car. By the way Heather did a great job of taking pictures.  If 

necessary contact her.  Well your president is saying goodbye for 2 months, 

hopefully we will be in warm weather.   Thanks to everyone for making the 

January event fun as usual, Bernadette 

 

 

 

CLUB OFFICERS and MEMBERS 
President ----------- Jack and Bernadette Brumit 

Vice President ----- Bill and Jennifer Seibold 

Treasurer ----------- Rich & Holly Schreiber 

Secretary ----------- Rich and Holly Schreiber 

Keeper of the Web..Joe and Heather Way 

Sunshine  person--- Shirley Bresciani 

 

MEMBERS  
       Phil & Shirley Bresciani 

       Dave Boynton & Bonnie Norton 

       Rick & Paula Foster 

       Dan & Penny Lambach 

       Bruce & Susan Robinson 

       Joe & Heather Way 

       Andrew & Shannon Wright 

       Don Schlueter 

       Gary & Lynne Allan 

       Don & Lynn McKechnie 

       Dee Barbea 

       Ron & Sally Grassi 

       Dave & Diann Montanari 

       Ron & Jean Rude 

       Pete & Joyce Dryer 

       Butch & Sheila Vargas 

       Dwight & Karen Pierson 

       Joel & Sue Rapose 
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January  activities 

 
The Brumit Brunch 2013 

 
The January meeting was combined with the Brumit Brunch 

since the first Tuesday fell on the 1
st
of… Tuesday…on the 

first..huh? 

 

Anyway, it seemed like a 

sneaky way to get 

everyone to the meeting 

cause, Nobody would 

miss The Brunch unless 

they were in Timbuktu. 

(or Arizona) 

 

 

                                          

Our Hosts (and President) (‘s) 

 

 

 

 

Plenty of goodies 

and drinks abound 

at all tables 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After plenty of food and wine the meeting was called to 

disorder.  

Some items on the agenda; 

Brumits were retained as the Club Presidents for the 

following year.  

And 

 All other officers 

remain the same as 

last year, except 

Shirley Bresciani was 

appointed "Sunshine" 

person.  

 

 

 

                                 Penny toasts the Sunshine Girl 

 

There was discussion about going to dinner for all 

clubmembers who have retired in 2012 or will be retiring 

soon.  Think about that and we will make a decision at the 

next meeting, hopefully. 

 

 

 

Many thanks to Joe and 

Heather Way for the excellent 

photos and report on the event 

 

. 
 

This is Joe! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is Heather! 
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The entire proceedings were presided over by the 

resident chicken to eliminate any violations of the 

Brown Act, or in her case the “Speckled Gray” 

Act. 
 

 

 

 
 

Some of the “Brumit Décor” 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
On tour without a Model A! 
 

Taking a cue from our local paper, we have 

decided to ask our clubmembers who are on the 

road to take a self-photo with “The Spark” in some 

interesting, different or ridiculous place that they 

have been 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pete and Joyce AKA Smokey and Lili outside the 

Yuma Territorial Prison 

(I said OUTSIDE!) 

Holding the latest “Retarded Spark” 
 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
Pete Langlo, out of the Santa Barbara club, has 

decided to sell his very nice 29 Sport Coupe. It has 

a newly rebuilt engine by Aaron Machado in Santa 

Barbara, and a Mitchell Overdrive. It is a nice 

looking car. Located in Orcutt, Calif. 

Asking $16,000 cash 

Call Pete at 805-937-5392 

 

Don’t listen to 
that old hen…. 
 

Hey Chump! That’s 
EAGLE! 

I’m an Eagle! 
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Lincoln Highway Celebration 

 

 
The Model A Era highway of the first order, The 

Lincoln Highway, is the objective of the Model A 

Touring Club in June of 2013. 

We plan to drive the entire length, 3,300 miles! 

Starting in San Francisco, 

our tour will end at the 9/11 Memorial 

after a suitable celebration of this historic 100- 

year-old road in Times Square in New York 

City! 

 

Conceived in 1913 by the Lincoln 

Highway Association (LHA), the final section 

paved was in Nebraska in 1935! Prior to 1913, 

not even the concept of a hard surfaced road 

stretching clear across the continent existed. In 

1920 there were only a few segments boasting 

gravel surfaces. When the Model A was introduced 

in 1927, even thinking about such a 

drive was like thinking today about a drive 

around the globe! 

 

The modern Lincoln Highway Association, 

founded to preserve and celebrate the 

granddaddy of all American highways is sponsoring 

the tour and the Model A Touring Club 

is joining with the LHA in a big way! 

Can you imagine the excitement that 

will be created next June when 200 cars of 

varying vintages and marques start from New 

York and San Francisco to converge on Kearney, 

Nebraska to celebrate The Lincoln's 100th 

birthday? Unlike most of these cars and drivers, 

the Model A Touring Club will continue 

on from Kearney to complete the entire transit 

of the Highway! This is a tour you shouldn't 

miss! 
 

 

You can be a part of this excitement 

and thrill to it first-hand as we drive down The 

Embarcadero in San Francisco, cars bright and 

shinny, off on the grand adventure. Finally, 

you will enjoy the satisfaction and spine tingling 

feeling as you complete this fairytale 

drive in a dusty car rolling into Times Square, 

New York! 

 

You can learn much more about the 

tour, the club and The Lincoln Highway on our 

website (www.modelatouring.com). Look – if 

you like what you see, complete the application 

for membership and fill out the Tour Registration 

form and be a part of this historic 

tour on the most famous trans-continental road 

in America! 

It is longer and more sought after 

than even the famous Route 66. Don't hesitate! 

You will want plenty of time to plan for this tour! 

If you don't 'do' omputers and want more information, 

contact Alan 

Bennett at 818-222-4432 

and we'll mail you our 

"Extra" issue of The Milepost, 

our newsletter, covering 

“The Lincoln Tour!” 
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COMEDY CORNER 
 

 

Vintage Ford Humor 
 

Why did Caesar build a bridge across the Rhine? 

     Because he was ashamed to use a "Ford." 

 

  "What's the matter with Smith, has he got St. Vitus' 

Dance?" 

     "No, that comes from running a Ford."    

   

Why must Ford cars be painted red? 

     Because there is a law saying that all tin cans 

containing gasoline must be painted red. 

 

(Hey, I don’t make em up, I just write em down!) 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Two men were sitting next to each other at a bar. After a 

while, one guy  looks at the other and says, "I can't help 

but think, from listening to you, that you're from 

Ireland."The other guy responds, "That I am!" 

 The first guy says, "So am I! And whereabouts from 

Ireland might you  be?"  

 The other guy answers, "I'm from Dublin, I am." 

The first guy responds, "Sure and begora, and so am I! 

And what street did you live on in Dublin?"   

The other guy says, "A lovely little area it was, I lived on 

>McCleary  Street in the old central part of town. 

"The first guy says, "Faith, it's a small world, so did I! So 

did I!! And to what school would you have been going?" 

The other guy answers, "Well now, I went to St. Mary's 

of course." 

 The first guy exclaims, "The Good Lord must be smiling 

down upon us!  I can hardly believe our good luck at 

winding up in the same bar tonight. Can you believe it - I 

graduated from St. Mary's my ownself." 

 About this time, Vicky walks into the bar, sits, and 

orders a drink. 

 Brian, the bartender, walks over to Vicky, shaking his 

head and mutters, "It's going to be a long night 

tonight!!!!" 

Vicky asks, "Why do you say that, Brian?" 

 "The Kelly twins are drunk again.!"  
 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

February Annibirtharies 
 

 
Heather Way ----------- 3rd 

 

 

 

 

 
Phil and Shirley Bresciani 

February- 10th  

 

 

 
 

 

UPCOMING MODEL ‘A’ TOURS and 

ACTIVITIES 
 

Monthly meeting at Patty’s Thunder.  

      February 5th  

Soup Swap at Seibolds.  

     February 23
rd

   

Dinner for the newly  Retarded,  Retired  

     To be Determined 

Don’t forget the Turlock Swap meet on the 26
th

 and 

27
th 

of January! 

The registration forms are out for the Spring Opener 

at Clear Lake on May 3
rd

 through the 5
th

. Look for 

them in the next “Spark”. 
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MODEL ‘A’ GARAGE 

CORNER 
Or, stuff you already knew, and probably forgot! 

 

The Model A Cooling System 
Overheating is a common complaint of Model A 

owners who have not already carefully restored the 

cooling system. 

The most obvious causes of overheating are ; 

clogged radiator or loose fins preventing efficient 

transmission of the heat, faulty water pump, leaks 

in the hoses or head gasket lowering the effective 

level of coolant or a missing baffle plate in the top 

of the radiator allowing coolant to be pumped out 

the overflow tube. If the baffle is in place, be sure 

that the overflow tube is pushed back under the lip 

of the radiator neck. This prevents any chance of 

excessive water being pumped out at high engine 

rpm. (Right! High rpm) 

 More subtle but equally important are; loose fan 

belt, old hoses that may be collapsed, retarded 

engine timing or any situation causing the engine to 

overwork such as muffler backpressure or 

dragging brakes. Ethel Glycol antifreeze is not a 

coolant and if the water-to-antifreeze mixture is too 

rich it will affect cooling ability. 

Do an in-car flow test to check for clogged radiator 

tubes. 

Drain the radiator and remove the lower return 

pipe leaving the hose from the radiator intact. Plug 

this with a rubber ball. Remove the upper hose and 

block off the top radiator neck. Fill the radiator. If 

it takes less than 1-1/2 gallons the radiator has 

insufficient capacity. Remove the rubber ball and 

the water should drain in 4 seconds or less. If it 

takes longer, the radiator should be removed for 

cleaning and possible repairs. 

Sometimes, the radiator can be succesfully 

repaired by rodding out the tubes. This involves 

removing the top and bottom tanks.  

 In a majority of cases a new core is called for, 

using your original tanks and straps. When copper 

and brass gets old it becomes brittle and very 

difficult to work with. 

 

 

In either case the work should be done by a 

qualified radiator shop. Be sure that they are 

familiar with the Model A radiator, the non-

pressurized system and the importance of the baffle.. 

When the radiator is re-cored, be certain to use a 

3-row core as the 2-row cores do not provide 

sufficient cooling. Also be sure that the height of 

the core is correct so you will not affect the hood 

alignment. 28-29 radiators were 19-3/4” between 

tanks and 30-31’s were 22-1/4”.  
 

The Model A uses a thermo-syphon cooling system 

which means that the water circulates, not only by 

being pumped through the system but by the hot 

water forcing the cooler water down the radiator 

and into the block. In an emergency, you can drive 

the Model A without the fan belt or water pump as 

long as you keep moving at a reasonable rate and 

don’t push it too hard. 

However without proper pumping action of the 

water pump, efficient cooling will not take place. 

Excessive end play in the pump shaft can permit 

the impeller to grind itself down against the head. 

The Model A water pump is not difficult to rebuild 

and several kits are available depending on the 

condition of your pump or your preference of 

“tour” or “show”.  You may want to purchase an 

already rebuilt pump which again comes in 

different configurations. You can get a stock pump 

with bushings and packing, just like Old Henry 

used to make (show quality) or a performance style 

water pump with the thick brass packing nut, a 

ceramic sealed front bearing that never needs 

grease and unique “no shaft end play design”. Rear 

bearing is also sealed and never needs grease. The 

grease fittings are dummies only, to have the 

appearance of originality. 
 

Thanks and a tip-o-Smokey’s fedora  

To 

Les Andrews, Model A Mechanics 

Handbook 

And  

“How to restore your Model A volume 

1” 

 



“THE RETARDED SPARK” 

FEATHER RIVER A’s NEWSLETTER 

 

THIS MONTH’S FORD 

HISTORY & QUOTE 

From Henry Ford 
 

In 1911, Ford began to rapidly expand overseas, with 

the opening of assembly plants in Ireland, England 

and France, followed by Denmark, Germany, Austria,
 

and Argentina, and also South Africa and Australia by 

1925. By the end of 1919, Ford was producing 50 

percent of all cars in the United States and 40% of all 

British ones. By 1920, half of all cars in the U.S. were 

Model Ts.  

The assembly 

line 

transformed 

the industry; 

soon, 

companies 

without it 

risked 

bankruptcy. Of 

200 U.S. car 

makers in 1920, only 17  were left in 1940. 
 

 

It also transformed technology. Henry Ford is reported 

to have said, "Any customer can have a car painted 

any color that he wants so long as it is black." Before 

the assembly line, Ts had been available in a variety of 

colors, including red, blue, and green, but not black. 

Now, paint had become a production bottleneck; only 

Japan Black dried quickly enough, and not until Duco 

lacquer appeared in 1926 would other colors reappear 

on the T. 

In 1915, Henry Ford went on a peace mission to 

Europe aboard a ship, joining other pacifists in efforts 

to stop World War I. Ford would subsequently go on 

to support the war effort with the Model T becoming 

the underpinnings for Allied military vehicles, like the 

Ford M 1918 Tank and the 1916 ambulance. 
 

 

 

 

1916 Ford Field 

Ambulance. Its top 

speed was 45 mph , 

produced by a 4-

cylinder water-cooled 

engine 
 

 

 

 

Ford’s 1918  3-ton tank 

One of the first light tank 

designs, it was a two-man 

one-gun tank. It was 

armed with a Browning 

machine gun and reached a top speed of 8 mph. 

A contract for 15,000 of these was originally awarded 

but was ended by the Armistice. Only the 15 original 

prototypes were actually produced. Of these, only one 

survives at the National Armor and Cavalry Museum 

in Fort Benning Georgia. 

In 1919, Edsel Ford succeeded his father as president 

of Ford Motor Co. While prices were kept low, the 

company neglected consumer demand for improved 

vehicles. GM and Chrysler were offering cars with 

more innovative features and luxury options. They 

also were extending credit for auto purchases, a 

practice  Ford resisted. Ford finally relented and 

started offering terms in 1927 when they retired the 

Model T and unveiled the redesigned… 

Model A! 
 

February Dates in Ford History 
 

Feb 5, 1923 “Ethyl” gas first marketed 

Feb 7, 1942  Auto production converted to wartime 

Feb 11, 1932  Ford announces the V-8 engine 
                

Quote from Henry Ford;  

"Any man who thinks he can be happy and 

prosperous by letting the Government  take care of 

him, better take a closer look at the American 

Indian."  

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
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