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April 2013 
THE RETARDED SPARK is being issued 

purely for our enjoyment and for those who 

wish to see what our MAFCA Chapter is 

doing to further the Model ‘A’ Hobby here 

in Quincy, Ca.  

Questions, comments, suggestions…   email 

 
at:     smokeypickett@hughes.net 

From the Desk of the President(s) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hello Fellow Members! 

 

 

The Pres may be back in town about the same time as the 

editor of the “Retarded Spark”! 
 

 

 


 

 

CLUB OFFICERS and MEMBERS 
President ----------- Jack and Bernadette Brumit 

Vice President ----- Bill and Jennifer Seibold 

Treasurer ----------- Rich & Holly Schreiber 

Secretary ----------- Rich and Holly Schreiber 

Keeper of the Web..Joe and Heather Way 

Sunshine  person--- Shirley Bresciani 

 

MEMBERS  
       Phil & Shirley Bresciani 

       Dave Boynton & Bonnie Norton 

       Rick & Paula Foster 

       Dan & Penny Lambach 

       Bruce & Susan Robinson 

       Joe & Heather Way 

       Andrew & Shannon Wright 

       Don Schlueter 

       Gary & Lynne Allan 

       Don & Lynn McKechnie 

       Dee Barbea 

       Ron & Sally Grassi 

       Dave & Diann Montanari 

       Ron & Jean Rude 

       Pete & Joyce Dryer 

       Butch & Sheila Vargas 

       Dwight & Karen Pierson 

       Joel & Sue Rapose 

       Al Hansen? 
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March  activities 
 

March is “If we don’t get away now, we 

never will!” month in Quincy.  
Consequently,  The Feather River A’s roster is 

suffering a significant sag in attendance.  

The March meeting was attended by no less than nine, 

count em, nine attendees. Including 2 waitresses and a 

passing bag lady. 

So, lets just revisit some photos of past times in the last 

few years!! 

 

         
Ron’s Light delivery, under construction! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some local “Mafioso” and his “Goil” 

 

 

 

Afternoon at Bresciani’s 

 

 
 

Law enforcement Ridge Runner style 
 

 
 

Fall  River Mills Museum 
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Fall River Mills Hotel 
 

 

 

 

Show and Shine @ the Fairgrounds 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mt Lassen snow on the Fall River Tour 

 

 

 

Jen showing off her Tour Vest 

 

 

Street scene at “Girls Night Out” 
 

 
 

Model A air conditioning retrofit! 

(Whose car is this anyway???) 

 
 



“THE RETARDED SPARK” 

FEATHER RIVER A’s NEWSLETTER 

 

Prohibition in the United States was a national ban on 

the sale, manufacture, and transportation of alcohol, in 

place from 1920 to 1933. The dry movement was led by 

rural Protestants in both political parties, and was 

coordinated by the Anti-Saloon League. The ban was 

mandated by the Eighteenth Amendment to the 

Constitution, and the Volstead Act set down the rules for 

enforcing the ban and defined the types of alcoholic 

beverages that were prohibited. Private ownership and 

consumption of alcohol was not made illegal. Prohibition 

ended with the ratification of the Twenty-first Amendment, 

which repealed the Eighteenth Amendment, on December 

5, 1933. 

The introduction of alcohol prohibition and its subsequent 

enforcement in law was a hotly debated issue. The 

contemporary prohibitionists presented it as a victory for 

public morals and health, but once the laws were passed 

they did little to help enforce them.  

Anti-prohibitionists ("wets") criticized the alcohol ban as 

an intrusion of mainly rural Protestant ideals on a central 

aspect of urban, immigrant and Catholic everyday life. 

Effective enforcement of the alcohol ban during the 

Prohibition Era proved to be very difficult and led to 

widespread flouting of the law. The lack of a solid popular 

consensus for the ban resulted in the growth of vast 

criminal organizations, including the modern American 

Mafia, and various other criminal cliques like the 

Speakeasy 
 

Speakeasy dining  

cheap booze & fancy cocktail parties 

"Speakeasy...Also "speak." A term popular during 

Prohibition to describe an establishment selling illegal 

alcoholic beverages. In order to gain entrance, you had to 

speak in a low voice through a small opening in the back 

door and tell the attendant inside who it was who sent you 

to the place. The term itself (which dates in print to 1889) 

may derive from the English "Speak-softly-shop," an 

underworld term for a smuggler's house where one might 

get liquor cheaply, its usage in this sense having been 

traced back to 1823. But with the onset of Prohibition in 

America, speakeasies sprang up overnight, sometimes in 

shabby sections of town, but often in the best 

neighborhoods, and many of these establishments were  

 

actually fine restaurants in their own right. New 

York's "21" club was a speakeasy during this 

period and had two bars, a dance floor, an 

orchestra, and dining rooms on two floors. When 

a speakeasy of some standing as a restaurant as 

well as a bar emerged, it was because discreet 

official protection had been guaranteed to it 

which made the investment gilt-edged. 

 

The Mayflower Club was considered the 

swankiest speakeasy in Washington, DC.  

It offered liquor and gambling. 

 

For every speakeasy with pretensions to any sort 

of elegance, there were dozens of drab cellar or 

tenement bars where no money or thought was 

wasted on decor. "Salty hams and pretzels were 

offered at free lunch counters to whet customers' 

thirsts" 

 French diplomat Paul Morande, visiting New 

York for the first time in 1925, reported his 

experience at a speakeasy: "...the food is almost 

always poor, the service deplorable." 

 

The term "blind pig" (or "blind tiger") originated 

in the United States in the nineteenth century; it 

was applied to lower-class establishments that 

sold alcoholic beverages illegally. The operator of 

an establishment (such as a saloon or bar) would 

charge customers to see an attraction (such as an 

animal) and then serve a "complimentary" 

alcoholic beverage, thus circumventing the law. 

 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcoholic_beverage
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Anti-Saloon_League
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eighteenth_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volstead_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Prohibition
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Twenty-first_Amendment_to_the_United_States_Constitution
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Mafia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/American_Mafia
http://www.foodtimeline.org/fooddecades.html#booze
http://www.foodtimeline.org/fooddecades.html#20scocktails
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Washington,_DC
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What kinds of drinks were served? 
That, of course depended upon the "quality" of the 

establishment. Speakeasys catering to wealthy clientele 

likely offered the same fine wines and mixed drinks that 

were available prior to Prohibition. Other establishments 

sold "bathtub" gin or "Xylophone", referring to any style of 

homemade spirit made in amateur conditions. The term 

first appeared in 1920, in reference to the poor-quality 

alcohol that was being made. As gin was the predominant 

drink in the 1920s, many variations were created by mixing 

cheap grain alcohol with water and flavorings and other 

agents, such as juniper berry juice and glycerin. Because 

the preferred sort of bottle was too tall to be topped off 

with water from a sink, they were filled from a bathtub tap 

as well as sometimes distilled from and fermented in a 

bathtub. Hence the name, 'bathtub gin'. 

 
 

Bootleg Shoes used to leave prints like a cow to 

confuse law enforcement officials 

 

 
 

Phony lumber truck used to transport bootleg booze 

 

 

 

 

police inspecting equipment found in a 

clandestine brewery during the Prohibition era 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

W.S. "Shorty" Burnett, local white man, posted $1000 

bond in Justice A.G. Moore's court today on a charge of 

transporting intoxicating liquor growing out of a chase 

on highway 1 late last night that enuminated in the 

death of Walter "Moon" Wiley, 43.  Wiley's neck was 

broken and chest crushed in the chase that started near 

the city airport. According to officers' story, they hailed 

the occupants of the fleeing car demanding them to stop, 

instead the car increased its speed and the driver made 

other efforts to prevent the officers from driving 

alongside. When blinded by an approaching machine, 

the car in which Wiley was riding swerved to the right 

leaving the concrete and overturning. Wiley's 

companion crawled out of the wreckage and fled 

through the woods.  Officers reported finding 26 half 

gallon fruit jars of whisky in the accident car. They also 

found 17 fruit jar tops from jars that had been smashed 

by the impact. Wiley's clothing was saturated in liquor 

investigators said and liquor flowed freely from the 

overturned machine. 

From a local newspaper in Anderson Co., Texas,  22 Dec 

1933. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcohol
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COMEDY CORNER 
 

Vintage Ford Humor 
 

Jones:  "I left home in my Ford at eight o'clock the 
other morning and reached my office, three miles 
away, at one minute after eight." 
     Brown:  "Humph, that's impossible." 
     Jones:  "O! that was the next morning." 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

The only time in our lives when we like to get old is when 

we're kids. If you're less than 10 years old, you're so 

excited about aging that you think in fractions.  

"How old are you?" "I'm four and a half!" You're never 

thirty-six and a half. You're four and a half, going on five! 

That's the key.  

You get into your teens, now they can't hold you back. You 

jump to the next number, or even a few ahead.  

"How old are you?" "I'm gonna be 16!" You could be 13, 

but hey, you're gonna be 16! And then the greatest day of 

your life . . you become 21. Even the words sound like a 

ceremony . . YOU BECOME 21. YESSSS!!!  

But then you turn 30. Oooohh, what happened there? 

Makes you sound like bad milk! He TURNED; we had to 

throw him out. There's no fun now, you're Just a sour-

dumpling. What's wrong? What's changed?  

You BECOME 21, you TURN 30, then you're PUSHING 

40. Whoa! Put on the brakes, it's all slipping away. Before 

you know it, you REACH 50 and your dreams are gone.  
 

But wait! You MAKE it to 60. You didn't think you would!  

So you BECOME 21, TURN 30, PUSH 40, REACH 50 

and MAKE it to 60.  

You've built up so much speed that you HIT 70! After that 

it's a day-by-day thing; you HIT Wednesday!  

You get into your 80s and every day is a complete cycle; 

you HIT lunch; you TURN 4:30; you REACH bedtime. 

And it doesn't end there. Into the 90s, you start going 

backwards; "I Was JUST 92."  

 

Then a strange thing happens. If you make it over 100, you 

become a little kid again. "I'm 100 and a half!"  

 

May you all make it to a healthy 100 and a half!! 

George Carlin on “Aging” 

 

 

 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

*  

April Annibirtharies 
 

 
Dave Boynton ------ 9th 

Bruce Robinson ---- 12th 

Phil Bresciani ------ 24th  

Butch Vargas ------11th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nobody got 

married in April! 
 

UPCOMING MODEL ‘A’ TOURS and 

ACTIVITIES 
 

????????????????????????? 

Dinner for the newly  Retired  

     To be Determined 

 

According to my buddy Ron Rude, we will be 

welcoming a new member into the club very 

soon. Al Hansen, who lives at the Southeast 

corner of Quincy Junction Rd. and Chandler, 

just purchased a very nice restored 1931 

Deluxe Coupe and said he will be joining our 

group. He admitted he doesn’t know that 

much about Model A’s yet, so he may need 

some suggestions and advice. 

WELCOME, AL! 
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MODEL ‘A’ GARAGE 

CORNER 
Or, stuff you already knew, and probably forgot 

 

 

Coil Polarity 
Does it really matter? 

 

There is no simple answer. Some cars will run adequately 

well with the polarity reversed while others will have all 

kinds of problems. An excerpt from  an article posted on 

the internet (original source unknown) says “ a coil with 

reversed polarity will have about twenty percent lower 

output which may not show up at idle or low RPM but  can 

cause an engine to miss or stumble under load and at 

higher rpms.” 

(That’s the original source’s opinion, take it or leave it!) 

 

Lets discuss coil operation 
What, Again! 

 

When the ignition switch is turned on and the breaker 

points are closed, current flows in the primary circuit. As 

current flows through the primary winding of the ignition 

coil, a strong magnetic field is produced with the aid of the 

core. When the breaker points open, current ceases to flow 

through the primary windings of the coil and causes the 

magnetic field to collapse across the many thousands of 

turns of wire in the secondary winding. This action induces 

a very high voltage in the secondary circuit, which forces 

current to jump the rotor and spark plug gaps. When the 

high voltage has been discharged to ground via the spark 

plug, the circuit is complete. 

The wire to the coil should always be placed on the 

negative side of the coil on negative ground systems and 

on the positive side of the coil on positive ground systems. 

If the primary leads are incorrectly attached,  the direction 

of current flow through the coil is reversed. 

What difference does that make, You ask? It directly 

affects the  amount of voltage required to fire the spark 

plugs. This is related to a pair of electrical theories. 
 

 

 
 

 

“According to the electron theory, all current 

flows from negative to positive”. According to 

the theory of thermionic emission, “it’s easier for 

electrons to leave a hot surface than a cold one.” 

Soooo.. 
 

When positive voltage is applied to plug 

terminals, the hotter center electrode becomes 

positive charged.  

Consequently, electrons must leave the negative 

charged ground electrode and move to the 

positive charged center electrode. But, since the 

ground electrode is cooler than the center 

electrode (and remember, it’s easier for the 

electrons to leave a hotter surface), it takes more 

voltage to make the current jump the gap. In fact, 

up to 45 percent more! 

 

Assuming you understand all this and agree, there 

are several ways to check your polarity. 

Remove a spark plug wire and then with the 

engine running, hold a pencil lead ¼ in between 

the wire end and the plug. 

 

 The spark should jump from the plug to the 

pencil not the reverse. If you can perform  this 

cute little manual dexterity test without getting 

shocked or having sparks flying all over the place 

you should have an idea of your polarity.  

Do not perform this test while standing 

on a wet floor! 
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You can also use a multimeter with the negative lead 

connected to the negative coil terminal and the positive 

lead to the engine block. 

 

 Set the meter on the highest setting  and crank the engine, 

but do not start it, while watching the meter. If it swings 

upward to the positive side, the coil is connected correctly 

if it swings downward towards the negative side the 

polarity is reversed. 

  

 

The easiest and most advanced way to check polarity is 

with the “Sparklite” made by the 

Nu-Rex Company. Hook this little 

tool up between distributor cap and 

the high tension wire from the  

coil and run the engine at a slow 

idle. A flashing upper light means 

that your polarity is ok and 

everything is fine. A flashing lower 

light means that the polarity is 

reversed. No flashing light means 

you have no ignition spark! 

 If you are running your engine at a 

slow idle with no ignition spark, 

you may be experiencing some 

paranormal experiences and you 

should have your Model A 

exorcized! 
 

 

One other note.   
You also have the alternative of asking 

to come over with his hand-dandi 

coil/condenser checker-outer to trouble shoot 

your components and test the polarity. 

 


 

 

 

Thanks and a tip-o-Smokey’s 

fedora  

To 

“Skinned Knuckles” 

  November 2009 

 

 

 

 

 


