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July  activities  
 

Dave Boyntonôs Tour July 20
th

 
 

Julyôs event, was chosen by Dave and Bonnie.  

Seems like everybody had things to do this month or at 

least this weekend so the tour was made by the Dryers 

and the Montanaris.  

 

First order of the 

day was, of 

course, food! We 

bellied up at the 

Courthouse 

Café. 

 
 

 

We went to visit the 

local car wash to see 

Dave.  

I just washed and 

waxed the óAô so he 

didnôt get any 

business from us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But we stopped to 

say HI! anyway 

and to let him 

know he was 

going to miss a 

great trip. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next order of business was a local yard sale 

up behind Deeôs house. (We didnôt see him) 

 

 

 

(Hey! It was 

on the way to 

Greenville!) 

 

 
 

 

                          Lady Di with her tiara! 

 

The girls had to stop at the rodeo grounds  

( another yard sale) so they could feed the 

animals 

Horseshoe-horse….shoe... horse.. whatever…. 

 

Wadda ya mean, 

25 cents to wash 

my car!! 

You’re not open 

at midnight??? 

What a pair of 

bookends. And 

cheap ones too! 

You may carry my 

purchases!  



“THE RETARDED SPARK” 

FEATHER RIVER Aôs NEWSLETTER 

 

 

Whew! We finally made it to Greenville and parked at 

my daughters house next to her classic Malibu. This 

whole picture is full of 

classics!   
Did I just say that? 

 

 

 
 

 

We missed the parade but wandered around 

patronizing the vendors, talking to the gunfighters and 

ended up at the Methodist Church for homemade ice 

cream and, of courseéééé.  

The Church Thrift Shop! 

 

 

 

Then,  since it was 106 degrees in the shade and 

the air conditioner was out in the car, we 

decided to make our way down the canyon and 

call it a successful day.  

We couldnôt resist one more stop at ñThe 

Window Ladyò,  an antique store just below the 

Twain Store on hwy 70. 

 

The 

proprietors 

were 

impressed 

with the 

Model A 

since they are 

into antiques.  

 

Lots of fun stuff here! 

All in all a fun day. Too bad everybody 

else missed it! 
 

Lest I forgetééé. 
 

is scheduled to be on September the 8
th

!  

The trip will be to Olsens Cabin and hosted by 

the Brescianis.  
 

More on this to come!!! 
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Tools Explained 
 

DRILL  PRESS: 
A tall upright machine useful  

for suddenly snatching flat 

metal bar  stock out of your 

hands so that it smacks you in 

the chest and  flings your beer 

across the room, denting the 

freshly-painted  project which 

you had carefully set in the  

corner where  nothing could 

get to it. 

 

WIRE  WHEEL: 
Cleans paint off bolts and 

then  throws them 

somewhere under the 

workbench with the speed 

of light.  Also removes 

fingerprints and hard-

earned calluses from 

fingers  in  about the time it 

takes you to say, 'Oh sh  -- 

 
SKIL  SAW: 
A portable cutting tool 

used  to  make studs too 

short. 

 

 

 

 
 

PLIERS: 
Used to round off bolt 

heads.  Sometimes used in 

the creation of blood-

blisters. 

 
 

 

 

Belt Sander 
 

An electric sanding 

tool commonly used 

to convert minor 

touch-up jobs into 

major refinishing 

jobs. 

 

 

Hacksaw 
 

One of a family of 
cutting tools  built 
on the Ouija board 
principle... It 

transforms human energy  into a crooked, 
unpredictable motion, and the more you 
attempt to  influence its course, the  more 
dismal your future  becomes. 
 

Vise grips 

 
Generally used after pliers 
to  completely round off 
bolt heads. If nothing else 
is available,  they can also 
be used to transfer 

intense welding heat to the palm  of your 
hand. 

       

 

 Table saw 
A large stationary 
power tool  commonly 
used to launch wood 
projectiles for testing 
wall  integrity. 
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COMEDY CORNER 
 

Vintage Ford Humor 
 

Mrs. Afternoon Tea:  "May I use your Ford runabout 
this afternoon?" 
     Mr. A.:  Sure.  Where are you going?" 
     Mrs. Afternoon Tea:  Oh, nowhere, but I am 
entertaining this afternoon and my teawagon has 
broken down.  
 

In a crowded assembly hall one night a lecturer 
referred to the wonderful Ford factory where they 
turned out a complete car every other minute. 
     "Not enough," called a deep voice from the rear. 
     The lecturer was embarrassed for a moment but 
repeated the statement about the factory turning out 
"a complete car every other minute." 
     "Not enough," roared out the voice again. 
     The lecturer was indignant and asked the man 
what he meant by his interruption. 
     "It's not enough because there's a fool born every 
minute," answered the voice in the rear.. 
.* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

BUMPER STICKERS YOU PROBABLY MISSED 

  BECAUSE YOU WERE DRIVING TOO FAST 
 

 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

August Annibirtharies 
 

Rich Schreiber ----- 1st 

Ron Rude --------- 2nd  

Rick Foster ------- 29th 

 

Happy Birthday 
Boys! 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NADA! 

 
 

 

 

UPCOMING MODEL óAô TOURS and 

ACTIVITIES 
 

August 6
th

     Monthly meeting at Pattiôs 

Thunder.  
The day before Cord production ceased in 1937! 

 
 

Brescianiôs  have the event for September. 

As mentioned, September 8
th

, Olsens Cabin for 

dinner. 
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MODEL óAô GARAGE 

CORNER 
Or, stuff you already knew, and probably forgot 

 

Light up my Life! 
Restoration of the Model A Headlight 

The restoration of the 1928-1929 and 1930-1931 Model A 

headlights is basically the same process but the four year-

models differed in both appearance and construction. 

There are noticeable 

differences in the 

1928 headlamps. 

The flexible conduit 

is smaller than later 

models; it is 7/16 

instead of ½ 

diameter. There is 

no Ford script on 

top of the 1928 

shell. The 1928 lens 

is vertically fluted 

with a Ford script  

at lower center of 

the glass or at top 

center on some 

early lenses. Lamps 

with all these features are 1928 or early 1929 

 

The 1930-1931 headlight is hemispherical in shape as 

opposed to the parabolic, or acorn, shaped 28-29. At the 

top of the shell, or bucket, there appears a Ford script 

followed by the words TWOLITE HEADLAMP stamped 

into the shell. The 30-31 lens still has some vertical flutes 

but also has curved horizontal prisms (this lens was 

actually introduced in February 1929) 

The 1928-1929 lights were all nickel plated, or painted 

black in the case of commercial application, while the 30-

31 lights were stainless steel and buffed. The 30-31 

commercial lights were still painted black.  

The bulb socket on the 28-29 is 2-1/8” long as opposed to 

the 30-31 which was 1-3/4” owing to the difference in 

shell configuration. This dictates the length of the focus 

screw which is 1” in the 28-29 and only 5/8” ” in the later 

model. The lens retainer springs are smaller in the 28-29 

light than the 30-31. 

 

This information , while interesting , is not really 

critical if you are restoring from a totally complete 

headlight. It is important if you are building 

headlights from the ground up, gathering pieces 

from different sources and expect them to fit 

together!  

The first step in disassembly is obviously the 

removal of the rim and then the spring retainers 

that hold the lens in. Inspect the glass for chips or 

scratches and then wrap and store them 

somewhere safe where they won’t get broken. 

Like your wife’s linen closet. 

The retainers may be salvageable with a little 

cleaning but are available as replacements. 

Remove and store the bulb. This will allow 

removal of the reflector. The original reflectors 

were silver plated and it is rare to find that plating 

in good shape. If you are lucky enough to have 

good original plating, it can be GENTLY polished 

out with MAAS Metal Polish for Silver. More 

likely than not, replating or replacement will be 

the answer. Option one is plating with silver, not 

cost effective but it may be the answer for the 

purist or show car. Option two is sealed aluminum 

plating (Brattons # 17940 and #17950) This 

reflector retains 92% reflectivity and requires little 

maintenance. The third option is the chrome plated 

reflector which is cheaper but only has about 65% 

reflectivity (Snyder #A-13025, Sac Ford # 682). 

The steel inner ring around the headlight bucket is 

spot welded in but if it is badly rusted it can be 

drilled out and a new one (Sac Ford # 697-6-30, 

Bratton # 17870) spot welded in. 

Remove the mounting plate and bolt from the shell 

by carefully drilling out the rivets with a 7/64” 

drill from the inside. These parts should be 

Cadmium plated to be correct but they are hidden, 

so a good silver paint will do. When reassembling, 

the rivets can be replaced with special screw-rivets 

(Bratton # 18280, Snyder # A-13011MB) for a 

clean look and easy install. 

Small dents and scratches in the shell can be 

worked out with a ball peen hammer, file and 

different grits of sandpaper before final buffing, as 

long as there are no cracks or deep pits.  
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Sanding or buffing near the stamped lettering at the top of 

the shell should be avoided as it is likely to obliterate the 

lettering.  
 

The buckets can now be nickel plated (28-29), buffed out 

(30-31) or painted if commercial. 

Light sockets can either be rewired with 14 or 16 multi-

strand copper wire or the entire socket can be replaced 

(Bratton # 18140 through #18180) with wires included. 

Make sure everything is tight and clean, as this is critical 

for a good ground. 

 

When installing your lights, scrape the paint off of the 

bottom of the mounting plate and the corresponding cup 

on the headlight bar to provide a good ground. Make sure 

all metal to metal parts are a good fit; your cork gasket is 

cemented in place; and that you have the proper lens 

retainer springs.  

Your Model A headlights, properly restored and focused 

should light your way for many years! 

 

 

Comparison of parts differences in different year-models 
 

 

Thanks and a tip-o-Smokey’s 

fedora 

To 
Neal Moline and Bill Reeder 

“How to Restore Your Model A 

Volume 2” 

 

 

 

Automotive Trivia 1909 

 
Vehicle production climbs to 123,900 cars and 

3255 trucks. 

 17771 Fords! 
 

Construction of the Indianapolis Motor Speedway 

is completed. 
 

The first rural section of concrete pavement, a one 

mile stretch, opens on Woodward Avenue, near 

Detroit. 
 

A Ford Model T wins the Ocean-to Ocean race 

from New York City to Seattle, but was eventually 

disqualified for a modified engine. Two Model T’s 

entered the race but one got lost on the way. 

He couldn’t find the Pacific Ocean? 
 

Some steering wheels now feature a corrugated 

underside to prevent hand slippage when damp! 

August Trivia 
Goodyear Tire and Rubber incorporated on Aug 

29,1898 

Firestone founded Aug 3, 1900 

World’s first license plate issued in Paris France 

on Aug 14,1893 

Cadillac company founded Aug 27,1902 
 

Trivia Quiz, questions and answers 
Q: Who opened the first drive-in gas station in the 

U.S.? 

 

 

A: Gulf 

opened up 

the first 

station in 

Pittsburgh 

in 1913. 

 

 

 

Next Month 

Q: What city was the first to use parking meters? 
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Great Stuff at the MAFFI Model A Museum, Hickory Corners Michigan 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


