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THE RETARDED SPARK is being issued purely for our enjoyment 

and for those who wish to see what our MAFCA Chapter is doing 

to further the Model ‘A’ Hobby here in Quincy, Ca.  

 

 

 

November 2014 
Questions, comments, suggestions…   email 

 
at:     smokeypickett@hughes.net 

From the Desk of the President 

 
 

Hello Fellow Members!      
We want to thank everyone who participated in the Quincy 

High School Home Coming football parade.  It was a great 

parade.  Unfortunately Quincy's team lost that night. 

Bernadette and Jack hosted the October event.  We hope to 

will get the scoop on the event at our next meeting.     

Bill and Jennifer will be hosting the November event, but 

we do not have any details yet.  Hopefully they will have 

something for us at our next meeting on November 4th.    

Rich and Holly will be hosting the December event, their 

annual Hanukkah/Christmas party.  We should have the 

details soon.  

Everyone stay safe and well, and we hope to see you all at 

our next meeting. 

Your Pres 

 

 

CLUB OFFICERS and MEMBERS 
President ----------- Phil & Shirley Bresciani 

Vice President ----- Bill and Jennifer Seibold 

Treasurer ----------- Rich & Holly Schreiber 

 

Secretary ----------- Rich and Holly Schreiber 

Keeper of the Web..Joe and Heather Way 

Sunshine  person--- Shirley Bresciani 

 

MEMBERS  
      

       Jack and Bernadette Brumit 

       Dave Boynton & Bonnie Norton 

       Rick & Paula Foster 

       Dan & Penny Lambach 

       Bruce & Susan Robinson 

       Joe & Heather Way 

       Don Schlueter 

       Gary & Lynne Allan 

       Dee Barbea 

       Ron & Sally Grassi 

       Dave & Diann Montanari 

       Ron & Jean Rude 

       Pete & Joyce Dryer 

       Butch & Sheila Vargas 

       Dwight & Karen Pierson 

       Al and Erika Hansen 

      Mike & Leslie Ganahl 
      Clay & Janet Johnson 
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Brumits Punkin Patch Tour! 
The annual Punkin Patch Tour turned out to be a lot more 

than jack-o-lanterns by Jack-O-Bernadette! 

 

The tour left Quincy at 

9’:30 on the 17
th

 and made 

it all the way to Wiggins 

Trading Post. 

 

Is Jack selling groceries and 

meat now?? 

 

 

 

 

Off through Reno and over the hill 

through Carson City to the 

unique little town of Genoa.  

 

 

Nevada’s oldest settlement, Genoa is rich in history and 

character. The town has antiques and some buildings that 

are over 150 years old. Not to mention the oldest saloon in 

Nevada! 

 

The group had lunch at 

the Genoa Country 

Store and Deli. 

The only question is… 

Is it pronounced 

GENoa or genOA?? 
 

 

 

 

 
Is that Al and Erika coming out of the oldest bar 

in Nevada?? 

 

The next stop 

on the tour was 

the Genoa 

cemetery.  

 

After which, it 

was time to hit 

the road again 

and head for 

Minden to check in to a hotel. Dinner was 

enjoyed at JT’s Basque Restaurant where 

Bernadette offered everyone a taste of her pigs 

feet and tripe. She got no takers, probably out of 

respect for the next day’s race participants! 

 

The Corley Ranch 

was Saturday’s 

first stop for what 

else? 

The pig races! 
The entrants were 

obviously some of 

last nights 

survivors. 

 

 

The ranch had a lot to 

offer the 

“Halloweener” 

As well as anyone 

celebrating the autumn  

Season. A beautiful 

display of fall harvest. 
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Joe and Heather 

arranged a visit 

with an old friend 

in Minden who 

owns warehouses 

of old car parts, 

mostly NOS, 

which he sells 

worldwide. 

He met the group 

in his 1926 Rolls Royce, which impressed even the most 

diehard ModelA owners. 
 

 
The ladies were particularly impressed with the room and 

comfort of a 1926 car. Not like putting “six plus the driver” 

in your average “A” 

Sedan! 
 

 

Is this a fun 

store or what? 
 

Here’s a “poser” for 

you Model A 

experts.  

 

Ever seen one of these before? 

 

It’s a Jadson brand 

adjustable Model 

A valve. Lester just 

found it in parts  he 

recently acquired. 

There was only the 

one, and Lester 

says he's never 

seen one before. 

The big nut is the  

adjuster and the small nut is a locknut. 

 

If you’re interested in more details on Lesters, 
Here's a link to a YouTube tour of his warehouse: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEIN4Xjji8o 

 

Saturday night  was dinner at  

 

 
(What? You thought Francisco was Swedish??) 

 

 

Sunday 

Morning it 

was a 

pleasant 

cruise over 

Spooner 

Summit 

and down 

to Crystal 

Bay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

There to 

do a little 

gaming at 

the 

Crystal 

Bay Club.  

 

 

 

Then it was over 

another  hill and 

into Sierraville for 

lunch. Model Aer’s 

never starve! 

 

 

Great weather and 

an excellent trip. If you missed this one, you 

really lost out! 
 

Thanks Jack and Bernadette! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IEIN4Xjji8o
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IT’S GETTING 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Got yer wood up? This here 

fella kin help ya, fer shure! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some people’s wood piles are simply 

A – MAZE – ING!  See if you can calculate how many 

cord he has here.  

 

Now, do you start on the outside and work your way in or 

start in the center and carry it all the way out every time?? 

By the time you find your way out, it’s Spring and you 

don’t need firewood anyway! 

 You could send one of your kids. (What could it hurt?) 

 

 

 

 
 

The Feather River A’s lined up on October  9
th

 to 

pay tribute to a wonderful and gentle lady. Jean 

Rude, one of our Model ”A” ladies, left us on 

September 29
th

. 

We will miss her. 
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MODEL ‘A’ GARAGE 

CORNER 
 

Or, stuff you already knew, and probably forgot! 

 

The Radius Ball and Socket 
The front end and steering assembly is designed to perform 

as one system. Four angles are designed into the front-end 

assembly that affect handling, 

steering and tire wear.  

These are camber, caster, 

kingpin inclination and tow-

in.the only adjustable one is 

toe-in, and that is done with 

the tie rod adjustment. 

 Caster is the factor of tilting 

the top of the king pins and 

axle back from a vertical axis.  

Caster angle can be changed 

but not as an adjustment. It is 

determined by the positioning 

of the Radius Ball and Socket 

mounted beneath the bell 

housing. 

 

A simple but effective way to check Caster is as follows; 

1) Place the car on a level driveway. Make a mark on 

the front axle, 5” in from the spring perch. 

2) Measure the distance from that mark to the 

driveway. It should be between 11 to 12 inches. 

3) Use a string and plumb bob to locate a point 

directly below the axle reference point. Mark that 

point as point “A”. 

4) Lay a straight edge against the  axle I beam 

extending to the ground Mark this point as point 

“B” 

5) The distance between the two points should be 

about 1 inch which is equivalent to  five degrees 

caster.  

Caster must be set correctly as too much will cause hard 

steering and shimmy at low speeds and too little will cause 

wander or weave at high speeds. 

 

 

 

The front radius rods are securely bolted to the 

front axle with the spring perch bolts. They hold 

the front axle rigid with the Caster angle fixed by 

the vertical positioning of the  radius ball, at the  

rear, being fastened to the bell housing. 

A worn Radius ball allows the 

rear of the radius rods to drop, 

changing the caster. 

 

To install the Radius Ball Cap 

Kit: 

1) Insure that the ball cap 

studs are locked in 

place and do not 

rotate. 

2) Install the upper cap (with the large hole 

in the center) 

3) Insert the sleves on both studs and place 

the springs over the sleeves. The sleeves 

prevent the ball cup springs from being 

fully compressed when the nuts are 

tightened, allowing the natural motion 

with the action of the front spring. 

4) If necessary, place a radius ball cup 

washer on the top side of the radius 

ball.Lubricate the radius ball and set it in 

the socket. 

5) Slip the bottom cap onto the studs and 

install the nuts. Tighten the nuts until the 

nut makes contact with the sleeve as it 

pushes through the larger hole in the 

lower cap. Install a cotter pin in each stud. 

 

Always place any cup 

washers on top of the radius 

ball. 

After a new ball socket has 

been installed, re-check the 

caster. 

 

 
Thanks and a tip-o-Smokey’s 

fedora  

To 

Les Andrews  
and 

Model A Times 
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COMEDY CORNER 
 

Vintage Ford Humor 
 

A lady was driving a horse along the highway.  It was 

afraid of autos.  Also Fords.  A Ford came along and the 

horse was frightened.  The man driving the Ford car 

immediately stopped his machine, got out, took the car 

apart and, hiding the pieces in the grass, allowed the horse 

to pass without further trouble.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 
In sending out invitations for a touring trip of considerable 

length, one woman wrote, "Please bring cushions.  Our 

machine is a Ford." 
 * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 
Passing a man who was busily engaged repairing his Ford 

near a street car line, I said to him, "Cheer up, old man, 

next year they are going to make the Ford car collapsible; 

then you can take it on the street car with you."  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 

Another Kind of Humor 
A skeptical anthropologist was cataloging South American 

folk remedies with the assistance of a tribal brujo who 

indicated that the leaves of a particular fern 

were a sure cure for any case of 

constipation. When the anthropologist 

expressed his doubts, the brujo looked him 

in the eye and said, "Let me tell you, with 

fronds like these, who needs enemas?"  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 

A golfer teed up his ball on the first tee, took a mighty 

swing and hit his ball into a clump of trees.  He found 

his ball and saw an opening between two trees  he 

thought he could hit through. 

Taking out his 3-wood, he took another mighty swing; 

the ball hit a tree, bounced back, hit him in the 

forehead and killed him. 

As he approached the gates of Heaven, St. Peter saw 

him coming and asked, 'Are you a good golfer', to 

which the man replied: 'Got here in two, didn't I? 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 

The golfer says to his caddy  

“This is the worst course I’ve ever played on” 

The caddy replies 

This isn’t the golf course. We left that an hour ago!” 

 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

November Annibirtharies 
 

Ron Grassi -------5th 

Dee Barbea ------ 11th 

Paula Foster ----- 13th 

Jack Brumit ------ 17th 

Bill Seibold ------ 22nd  

 

 

 
 

Rick and Paula Foster ---- 4th 

Jack and Bernadette Brumit --- 18th  

 

 

UPCOMING TOURS and 

ACTIVITIES 
 

November 4th…Monthly meeting at Patti’s 

Thunder.  
 

November  XX
th

….Bresciani’s event of the 

Month. (More to come on this) 
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Hollywood in 1930’s 

The last four letters were removed in 1949 

 

 

Parking in 1930. 

 Bet you never would have guessed they were that 

advanced (or that crowded)! 

 

Automotive Trivia 1923 
Ford produces more than two million vehicles 

outpacing Chevrolet at 323,182 and Buick with 

201,572 
 

Ford resumes advertising after a  six year lapse, 

focusing on quality and price with the $295 

touring car.. 
 

The Model T is restyled and finally gets front-

hinged doors. The “Fordor” and “Tudor” sedans 

debut. 
 

Ford offers the “weekly purchase plan”. The 

customer gets the car after the full amount is paid, 

in $5 installments! 

They should have stayed with that one! 
 

Nash introduces the vacuum-powered 

windshield-wiper motor, soon Cadillac and Buick 

follow suit. 
 

The first car radios available for factory 

installation are built by the Springfield Body 

Corp. 
 

Four wheel brakes, power wipers and foot 

controlled dimmer switches are becoming 

standard on several makes. 
 

Trivia Quiz, questions and answers 
 

Q. What “landmark” Ford was built in May of 

1926? 

  

1926 Model T Phaeton? 

A. In May of 1926 Henry and Edsel 

introduced the 15 millionth Ford 
     

Next Month 
Q. What automakers first logo incorporated 

the Star of David? 
 


