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THE RETARDED SPARK is being issued purely for our enjoyment 

and for those who wish to see what our MAFCA Chapter is doing to 

further the Model ‘A’ Hobby here in Quincy, Ca.  

 

 

 
 

 

 

December 2014 
Questions, comments, suggestions, contributions…                      

email 

 
at:     smokeypickett@hughes.net 

From the Desk of the President 

 
 

Hello Fellow Members!    
  
We hope everyone has a great Thanksgiving!  

            We want to thank Jennifer and Bill for hosting the November 

outing.  The December event will be hosted by Holly and Rich at their 

home on Sunday, December 14th at 3:00 p.m.  It should be a lot of fun, as 

always.  Just a reminder, everyone attending should bring a generic gift 

and their favorite dish to share.  We look forward seeing everyone there. 

     Our next meeting will be December 2nd, same place, same time. 

Please be sure to RSVP for the meeting so Patty can make sure she has 

enough food for everyone.   

     It was good to see Ron Rude at our last meeting.  

     Everyone needs to start thinking about who wants to be Club President 

in 2015.  The decision will be made in January (hopefully at Bernadette's 

house if she has her usual Sunday brunch.) It would be nice for someone   

new to volunteer.  It takes very little of your time. 

            Happy Holidays 

 
 

 

 

CLUB OFFICERS and MEMBERS 
President ----------- Phil & Shirley Bresciani 

Vice President ----- Bill and Jennifer Seibold 

Treasurer ----------- Rich & Holly Schreiber 

Secretary ----------- Rich and Holly Schreiber 

Keeper of the Web..Joe and Heather Way 

Sunshine  person--- Shirley Bresciani 

 

MEMBERS  
      

       Jack and Bernadette Brumit 

       Dave Boynton & Bonnie Norton 

       Rick & Paula Foster 

       Dan & Penny Lambach 

       Bruce & Susan Robinson 

       Joe & Heather Way 

       Don Schlueter 

       Gary & Lynne Allan 

       Dee Barbea 

       Ron & Sally Grassi 

       Dave & Diann Montanari 

       Ron & Jean Rude 

       Pete & Joyce Dryer 

       Butch & Sheila Vargas 

       Dwight & Karen Pierson 

       Al and Erika Hansen 

      Mike & Leslie Ganahl 
      Clay & Janet Johnson 
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Seibold’s Brewery Tour! 
 

The group didn’t leave  Quincy until around 11:00. Someone 

said that 8 or 9 was a little early for beer? 

“The beer I had for breakfast, tasted so good I had   

one more for desert”  

(what! You never heard that song?) 

Anyway, it was off to The Brewing Lair in Blairsden 

 

Somebody 

snuck a 

Chrysler 

product into the 

Model A 

lineup. 
 

The Dodge 

belongs to Jim 

& Karen Oster. 

They joined us 

at the brewery 

 

How come it’s the only car with the hood up? 

 

 

Penny, 

Paula, 

Jennifer and 

Bernadette 

are really 

enjoying 

their 

beverages 

and lunch. 

 
Beverages 
 
 
Lunch 
 
 

 

 

Brewmaster Rick Foster 

 

 
Penny working her way down the ladder. 

Someone said she had a long straw with her when 

she went up? 

 

 

It was a 

beautiful 

November 

day for a 

Model A 

drive. 

 

 

 

A final holiday toast from all the beer 

drinkers! 
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IT’S GETTING TO 
BE FALL 

FINALLY! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Some great snapshots from around Quincy by  Heather.  

 
 

This brings people from all over the valley to our county to 

visit and take pictures. 

 

 
 

  

 

 
 

 

 
 

This sky warns of something a little more ominus 

but still quite picturesque! 

 

 

 

Arizona fall colors! 
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If you’re traveling this holiday season you may want to know 

how to say Merry Christmas in the country of your 

destination. 
 

Chinese: (Mandarin) Sheng Dan Kuai Le 
Cornish: Nadelik looan na looan blethen noweth 
Eskimo: (inupik) Jutdlime pivdluarit ukiortame pivdluaritlo! 

French: Joyeux Noel 

German: Fröhliche Weihnachten 
Vietnamese: Chuc Mung Giang Sinh 
Swedish: God Jul and (Och) Ett Gott Nytt År 

Samoan: La Maunia Le Kilisimasi Ma Le Tausaga Fou 
Rumanian: Sarbatori vesele or Craciun fericit 

Lithuanian: Linksmu Kaledu 

Bulgarian: Tchestita Koleda; Tchestito Rojdestvo Hristovo 

 

And finally. If you are going to New Guinea…. 
 

New Guinea: Bikpela hamamas blong dispela Krismas 
na Nupela yia i go long yu 

By the time you say Merry Christmas it just might 

be New Years Eve! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 



FEATHER RIVER A’S    

 

 

 

MODEL ‘A’ GARAGE 

CORNER 
 

 

Or, stuff you already knew, and probably forgot! 
 

The Choke Driver 
 

The carburetor choke driver is designed to allow for two 

functions of the carburetor. One fuction  is to allow rotation 

of the fuel adjustment needle valve for a leaner or richer fuel 

mixture to  the Cap Jet. The second function is to close the 

choke plate by pulling up on the choke rod. The choke lever 

arm has a raised knob that rides in the lower groove of the 

choke driver. This allows the choke lever arm to rotate when 

the choke driver is pulled up with the choke rod. When the 

choke driver is in the down position, the knob on the choke 

lever arm must be able to ride freely in the choke driver lower 

groove. 

 

The Problem 
There is more than one manufacturer of the reproduction 

choke driver. With at least one of 

them, the width of the reproduction 

driver groove is  incorrict. See 

Figure A. The driver shown on the 

lerf is identified by its shiny steel 

appearance. The width of 

thegroove is .188” wide. It is made 

too narrow for the choke lever arm 

knob to fit in.  

                                                           Figure A 

The lever arm knob is .190” diameter. See figure B. The 

correctly made choke driver has a dull cadmium like finish. 

The lower groove measues .195” 

wide allowing the choke lever 

knob (.190”) to ride correctly in 

the groove. 

The choke driver and the choke 

lever arm are sold separately. 

When purchasing a choke driver, 

make sure your choke  

lever arm will fit the groove in                 

Figure B                              the driver. 

 

1937 Packard Motor Home!   

 
 
 

It was the only 

one built.  

 

Bought for 

$16,000 about 10 

months ago. It 

had been in a 

garage for many, 

many years. 

 

 

The new owner 

polished and 

waxed it and put 

on a clear coat of 

paint did some 

minor engine 

work and it 

started right up. 

 

 

 

 

 

It has 40,000 

miles on the 

speedometer. 

 

 

 

 

 

He was offered $300,000 but didn't take it.  
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COMEDY CORNER 
 

Vintage Ford Humor 
RULES  MADE RECENTLY FOR DRIVERS 

OF FORD CARS 
Safety 

     Upon discovering an approaching team, drivers of Ford 

cars must stop on off side of the road and cover their car 

with a blanket to correspond with the color of the scenery. 

Speed Limit 

     The speed limit on country roads this year will be secret 

and penalties for violation will be $10.00 for every mile the 

offender is caught going in excess of it. 

Property Damage 

     In case autoist makes team run away, the penalty will be 

$50.00 for the first mile, $100.00 for the second, $200.00 for 

the third, etc., that the team runs, in addition to the usual 

damages. 

Liability 

On approaching a corner where the driver cannot command 

a view of the road ahead, he must stop not less than one 

hundred yards from the turn, toot his horn, ring a bell, fire 

revolvers, halloo and send up three bombs at intervals of 

five minutes. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 

Another Kind of Humor 
A man rushed into a busy doctor’s office 

and shouted “Doctor! I think I’m 

shrinking!!” The doctor calmly responded, 

“Now, settle down. You’ll just have to be a 

little patient.” 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 

 
The acid in your stomach is strong enough to 
dissolve razor blades: 

 

The enamel in your teeth is the 
hardest substance in your body: 
 

-A pair of human feet contains 
250,000 sweat glands: 
 

(Now, don’t you feel enlightened?) 

 

 

 
 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

December Annibirtharies 
 

 Don Schlueter -----11th 

Holly Schreiber --- 11th 

Dan Lambach ----- 14th 

Dave Montanari --- 14
th

 

Sheila Vargas ------3rd 

 

 

 

 
 

Dan and Penny Lambach --- 4
th

 

Al and Erika Hansen -------- 28th 

 

 

UPCOMING TOURS and 

ACTIVITIES 
 

December 2nd…Monthly meeting at Patti’s 

Thunder.  
The day that the Model A Ford went on sale in 1927! 

 

December 14th….Rich and Holly’s annual 

Hanamas party 3:00 P.M. 

 
 



FEATHER RIVER A’S    

 

 
 

 
This must be one of the first large “service Centers” 

probably around 1930-31? 

 

 
I know you’ve probably seen this 1924 service station but 

this modern colorization makes it a lot more interesting. 

 

Automotive Trivia 1924 
Chrysler comes out with hydraulic brakes and a 

high compression six cylinder. 
 

Ford’s closed cars have “rotary regulator” 

window roll up cranks. 
 

The last four-cylinder Buicks are produced, the 

make will sell only sixes until the depression. 
 

Ford prices drop to $265 for the Runabout, $295 

for the Touring. The average employed American 

earns $1293 annually. 
 

Twin filament headlight bulbs and baked-enamel 

paint become common on lower-priced cars. 
 

Henry sells his 10 millionth car and enters the 

aftermarket with factory-built accessories. 

 

Dodge ousts Buick from 3
rd

 place in output. 

Chevrolet retains second spot. 
 

Trivia Quiz, questions and answers 
 

Q. What automakers first logo incorporated 

the Star of David?  

 

A. The Dodge 

emblem was a circle, 

with two interlocking 

triangles forming a 

six-pointed star in 

the middle. Although 

similar to the Star of 

David, the Dodge brothers were not Jewish. 

 

 

The original Dodge 

Brothers emblem ca. 1910. 

 

     

Next Month 
Q. What was the lowest priced mass-produced 

American car? 

 


