
FEATHER RIVER A’S    

 

 
 

Visit our website at:    www.featherriveras.com  
 

THE RETARDED SPARK is being issued purely for our enjoyment 

and for those who wish to see what our MAFCA Chapter is doing to 

further the Model ‘A’ Hobby here in Quincy, Ca.  

 

April 2015 
Questions, comments, suggestions, contributions… 

email 

 
At                         

   smokeypickett@hughes.net 

 

From the Desk of the President 

 
 

Hello Fellow Members! 
     The March event will be hosted by Butch and Sheila 

Vargas.  It will be a lunch on March 29th at the Neighbors 

Restaurant  in Cromberg.  

      The April event will be a wine tasting tour hosted by 

Erika and Al, April 17, 18 and 19. Please contact them for 

details.   

      The May event will be the Spring Opener, hosted by 

Bruce.  Please contact him for details. 

 

      Everyone have a happy Easter, and hope to see you at the 

next meeting on April 7th. 

      Pray for Rain. 

 
 

 

 

CLUB OFFICERS and MEMBERS 
President ----------- Phil & Shirley Bresciani 

Vice President ----- Bill and Jennifer Seibold 

Treasurer ----------- Rich & Holly Schreiber 

Secretary ----------- Rich and Holly Schreiber 

Keeper of the Web..Joe and Heather Way 

Sunshine  person--- Shirley Bresciani 

 

MEMBERS 
 

Jack and Bernadette Brumit 

Dave Boynton & Bonnie Norton 

Rick & Paula Foster 

Dan & Penny Lambach 

Bruce & Susan Robinson 

Joe & Heather Way 

Don Schlueter 

Gary & Lynne Allan 

Dee Barbea 

Ron & Sally Grassi 

Dave & Diann Montanari 

Ron & Jean Rude 

Pete & Joyce Dryer 

Butch & Sheila Vargas 

Dwight & Karen Pierson 

Al and Erika Hansen 

Mike & Leslie Ganahl 
Clay & Janet Johnson 

 

 

 

 

http://www.featherriveras.com/
mailto:smokeypickett@hughes.net
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March Event 
Butch and SheilaVargas sponsored lunch at Neighbors BBQ 

in Cromberg. 

I didn’t get any photos from the clubmembers so I had to fall 

back on the ever-reliable paparazzi.  
 

 
The event was apparently well attended as witnessed fom the 

line-up in the Safeway parking lot. 

Everybody loaded up and headed for the restaurant? In 

Cromberg. 

 
I  don’t think they will all be able to park in the handicapped 

spot. Somebody’s going to have to walk. 
 

 

Going out made everyone feel like a kid again 

 
What a sumptuous meal, with everyone dressed 

to the nines and on their best behavior! 

 

Of course, wherever Model A’s congregate. there 

is always the threat of party crashers. 

 

 

  

 
 

 

Everybody had a great time until someone kept 

ordering more hot sauce and MORE hot sauce 

and MORE hot sauce…. And then they sneezed 
 

 
As the smoke settles over Cromberg, the Feather 

River A’s rattle on back to Quincy. Another 

excellent event under their belts. (or over them) 

 

Keep an eye on the 

suspicious looking 

guy with the old car 

Right Boss! 

Uh…..Which 

one? 
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National Walking Day: 1

st
  (any connection to owning a 

Model A?) 

St. Stupid Day: 1st 

The 36th Annual St Stupid's Day Parade 

the FIRST CHVRCH of the LAST LAVGH (you're already a 

member) convenes for its one whole-y day each year at the 

EMBARCADERO PLAZA, WEDNESDAY, APRIL 1TH, 

NOON, rain and/or shine. Bring socks for the sock exchange, 

pennies for the banker's heart, dead lottery tickets for the 

Federal Reserve, noise/music makers for the exorcism and a 

well dressed sense of absurdity. Attendance will be taken. 
World Rat Day: 4th 

April 4, 2015 will mark the thirteenth celebration of World 

Rat Day, a holiday designed to recognize the fancy rat as a 

wonderful pet and companion animal for people of all ages. 

Many rat fanciers will choose to celebrate World Rat Day by 

planning private parties, with friends and family attending 

and possibly bearing gifts and treats 

New Beers Eve: 6
th

 

The beginning of the end of Prohibition in the United States 

occurred as a result of the Cullen–Harrison Act and its 

signing into law by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on 

March 23, 1933. Sales of beer in the U.S would become legal 

on April 7, 1933, provided that the state in question had 

enacted its own law allowing such sales. The beer had to have 

an alcohol content less than 3.2% (4% ABV), compared to 

the 0.5% limit of the Volstead Act, because 3.2% was 

considered too low to produce intoxication. On the evening of 

April 6, people lined up outside breweries and taverns, 

waiting for midnight when they would be able to legally 

purchase beer for the first time in over 13 years.  
 

 

 

Since then, the night of April 6 has been referred 

to as "New Beer's Eve" and April 7 is known as 

"National Beer Day" 

No Housework Day: 7
th

 (One for the ladies!) 
Husband Appreciation Day: 18th (One for the 

guys!) 

 

National Pot Smokers Day: 20
th

 (Whhaaat?) 

 

What happened on Phil Bresciani’s birthday??? 

April 24th   In History 

1898 Cuba Spain / America War 24th April 1898 

: Spain declares war on the United States after 

rejecting America's ultimatum to withdraw from 

Cuba  

1916 Ireland Easter uprising 24th April 1916 : 

The Easter uprising begins when some 1,600 

militant Irish republicans who are members of the 

Irish Republican Brotherhood seize several key 

sites in Dublin hoping to win independence from 

British rule. British forces suppressed the uprising 

after six days, and its leaders were court-

Marshalled and executed. 

1920 Mexico Pancho Villa Saturday, 24th April 

1920 : The rebels in Mexico led by Pancho Villa 

are to launch a major drive against federal forces 

and are continuing to gain ground  

1951 U.S.A. Korean War Drafts 24th April 1951 : 

The US Army plans to cut it's draft call for the 

Korean war to 20,000 in June and to bring home 

20,000 Korean Veterans 

1961 France Charles De Gaule 24th April 1961 : 

In France the backing for Charles De Gaule 

continues to grow and he is now backed by the 

Army, Air Force and the people of France , the 

world waits to see if an all out civil war occurs in 

France and The Eiffel Tower was blacked out in 

Paris 

1984 U.S.A. Apple IIc 24th April 1984 : Apple 

released the Apple IIc portable computer costing 

$1,295, 

1991 U.S.A. Portable Phones 24th April 1991 : 

Due to the increase in Portable Phones many golf 

clubs have banned the use on the golf course 

because of the distraction to other players, they 

must now be turned off when starting the round 

of Golf. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cullen%E2%80%93Harrison_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_D._Roosevelt
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beer
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcohol
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Volstead_Act
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alcohol_intoxication
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/National_Beer_Day_%28United_States%29
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/june.html
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COMEDY CORNER 
 

Vintage Ford Humor 
 

A man had a Ford that was badly worn and almost useless.  

On being asked how old it was, he replied, "It is just four 

years old and just as good as the day I bought it." 

     "I'll not doubt your word," replied his friend. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 
Bill:  "Why don't they use Ford cars instead of horses out 

West, Pete?" 

     Pete:  "They did try it, but after losing three in a prairie-

dog hole, they gave it up." 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 
Sputter, sputter, little car, 

          How you dislike what you are. 

     With a rip and with a hitch 

          Down the bank into a ditch. 

     You've been lying there for hours, 

          While the sun above you soared, 

     Wishing you had been an auto, 

          'Stead of just a little Ford.  
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 

Another Kind of Humor 
 

1. Intaxication : Euphoria at getting a tax 

refund, which lasts until you  

realize it was your money to start with.  

 

2. Reintarnation : Coming back to life as a hillbilly.  

 

3. Bozone (n.): The substance surrounding stupid people that 

stops bright ideas from penetrating.  

 

4. Cashtration (n.): The act of buying a house, which renders 

the subject  

financially impotent for an indefinite period.  

 

5. Giraffiti : Vandalism spray-painted very, very high.  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * 

 
 

 

 

 

 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

 
 

April  Annibirtharies 

 
Dave Boynton ------ 9th 

Bruce Robinson ---- 12th 

Phil Bresciani ------ 24th  

Butch Vargas ------11th 

 

No happy anniversaries this Month! 

No unhappy ones either! 
 

UPCOMING TOURS and 

ACTIVITIES 
 

April 7
th

…… Monthly meeting at Patti’s 

Thunder. 

 

Al Hansen has suggested a wine tour in April 

down highway 49 around Nevada City. 

More to come later! 
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Or, stuff you already knew, and probably forgot! 
 

Editors note: 
The information presented here is based on procedures I have done using 

manuals from experts in the hobby, quoting their written instructions  and 

inserting my own additions and photographs. 

The Model A starter 
(continuing on from last month) 

Reassembly  

Using a test meter, test the brush holder assembly. Two of the 

brush holders are grounded to the brush holder assembly and 

two are insulated from it.  

 

On the insulated brush 

holders, place one 

probe on the housing 

and the other probe on 

the holder. There 

should not be any 

continuity. Test the 

other insulated holder 

the same way. 

On the grounded brush holders, place one probe on the 

housing and the other probe on the holder. There should be 

full continuity. Test the other grounded holder the same way. 

It is not necessary to repair any parts of the brush end plate 

that do not need it. Most end plates need no repair work done. 

A good cleaning removes grit and grease from the brush side 

and bead blasting will prepare the outside of the plate for 

paint. 
 

Install the bushing in the end plate. This bushing presses into 

a blind hole. Test fit the bushing to the commutator end of the 

armature. It should fit snugly and still turn freely on the shaft. 

If the brush holders touch the ends of the commutator 

segments, the fiber thrust washer must be used. 
 

Install the bushing in the front end plate and ream to fit the 

armature shaft. Again, this bushing should also fit snugly and 

still turn freely on the shaft.When installing the front end 

plate bushing, it should be recessed on the long end of the 

housing and flush with the short end of the housing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pressing in the front end plate bushing 

 

At this point, you should have the pole shoes 

bead blasted and painted. The case, end plates 

and  brush cover should be painted and ready for 

installation. New brushes, if needed, should be 

soldered to the corresponding field coils. 

 

All parts, ready for assembly 
 

 

Terminal post with washers 

 

Install the inner terminal post insulator washer on 

to the terminal post. 

Install the outer insulator washer onto the 

terminal post (large hole washer). 
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Install  the sleeve insulator washer over the terminal post and 

into the outer insulator washer. Press it through this washer 

until it touches the inner insulator washer. 

Install the terminal post and washers into the starter housing 

from the outside. Line up the slot in the terminal post so that 

it will be in position to accept the straight ends of the field 

coils. 

Install a terminal post insulator washer over the slotted end of 

the terminal post. (this is the one that you will try to keep 

from burning up during soldering!) 

 

Install the field coils at this time, installing the ones without 

brushes first with the ends together and inside the terminal 

post slot. Make sure to clean these field coil ends completely 

and tin them with a LIGHT amount of solder. Insert the field 

insulator strip in position so that the field coil connectors 

cannot touch the case. Solder the two ends to the terminal 

post at this time. This requires a very large soldering iron 

to apply a lot of heat, quick enough to melt the solder but not 

burn the fiber washers on the post.  

 

Install the brushed field coils next. Use a 3/8x14 bolt and 

washers to pull up each field coil tight against the housing. 

Then remove the bolt and insert a pole shoe screw. To tighten 

these screws use either a hammer and drift or a square shank 

screwdriver and a wrench. THESE MUST BE TIGHT.  

Place a dab of grease on the long end of the front end plate 

and slide it onto the armature shaft with the long end toward 

the armature. If armature segments touch the plate, a fiber 

spacer washer will need to be used. 

 

Move the two insulated brushes out of the way. Check the 

field coil ends to make sure they do not hit the armature and 

install it in the housing. Rotate the starter front end plate until 

the locking pin drops into place. 

Install the brushes in the insulated brush holders on the brush 

end plate by prying up the spring and inserting the brush. 

Place the spring against the side of the brush to hold it up out 

of the way until the rear end plate is installed on the housing. 

Place a dab of grease in the brush end plate and slide it onto 

the armature shaft. Carefully install the two starter assembly 

bolts making sure they don’t touch the field coils. Tighten 

them evenly, making sure that the armature turns freely. Drop 

the springs on the insulated brushes and install the grounded 

brushes with two screws. 

Bench  test with a fully charged battey. A battery charger 

won’t work as it doesn’t have enough amperage. 

 

 

Jack and Bernadette were here in Yuma and spent 

a little time with us. They ended up trading in 

their Motorhome on a new one. 

 

 

The new RIG! 
 

Jack said the old one was too small to hold all his 

his groceries. Bernadette said the old one was too 

big for her to drive. 

I think they were just tired of living over a 

restaurant! 
 

 
The salesmen try to work out a trade-in value 
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I don’t know what she’s delivering but it’s the cheapest! 

 

 

I don’t see an engine? Maybe that’s why she fell asleep! 

 

. 

Only one wheel brakes but he has a BIG horn! 

 
 

Automotive Trivia 1928 

 

The new has3 speed gearbox, 

40 bhp four cylinder, 4 wheel brakes and 

shatterproof glass! 
 

10 million people flocked to see the new Model A 

Within 36 hours of it’s unveiling. 

 

Cadillac introduces the synchromesh transmission 
 

Chevrolet sells1,193,212 cars to Fords 607,592 

but the lead will be short-lived! 

 

Chrysler Corp. takes over Dodge Bros. on July 

30th 
 

Trivia Quiz, questions and answers 
 

Q. What year were rear-view mirrors 

standard equipment on production autos?  

1916 
 

1916 

Cadillac 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1916 

Chevrolet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next Month 
Q. what was the last year that Ford exposed 

the horn? 
 


